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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Saturday,  April  11,  193& 


" 

.  .uioHt  of  Agricndtu* 


HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


Subject:  "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  WASHINGTON."  I  terns  of  interest  to  women,  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


"Easter  Monday, " 

Those  are  magic  words  in  the  city  of  Washington.     Forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand children  will  be  decorating  Easter  baskets  today  and  tomorrow,  filling 
them  with  chocolate  bunnies  and  red  and  green  and  purple  Easter  eggs,  and 
every  now  and  then  glancing  out  the  window  for  signs  of  rain. 

"But  only  a  heartless  Weather  Man  would  allow  it  to  rain  on  Easter 
Monday,  in  Washington,  D.   C."  says  our  official  correspondent.     "He  may  get 
in  a  few  sprinkles  —  that's  always  to  be  expected  —  but  no  downpours,  please, 
while  the  children  of  Washington,  dressed  as  gaily  as  their  Easter  eggs  are 
painted,  are  playing  on  the  green  slopes  of  Rock  Creek  Park,  the  Monument 
Grounds,  and  —  most  popular  place  of  all  —  the  broad  lawns  of  the  White  House. 

"In  the  days  when  Ulysses  S.  Grant  was  President,  children  used  to 
celebrate  Easter  Monday  by  rolling  eggs  down  the  Capitol  Grounds.     Two  years 
later,  when  Hayes  was  President,  the  children  and  their  Easter  eggs  were  moved 
to  the  White  House  Grounds.    An  Act  of  Congress,  approved  in  April,  iSjS, 
stated:     'It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Capitol  police  hereafter  to  prevent  any 
portion  of  the  Capitol  Grounds  and  terraces  from  being  used  as  a  playground  or 
otherwise  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  public  property,  turf,  and 
grass  from  injury.  ' 

"Two  years  later,  in  I878,  a  Washington  paper  reported:     'Driven  out 
of  the  Capitol  Grounds,  children  advanced  on  the  White  House  Grounds  today  and 
rolled  eggs  down  terraces  at  the  back  of  the  mansion  and  played  among  the 
shrubbery  to  their  heart's  content.  • 

"And  that  marked  the  beginning  of  an  old  Washington  custom." 

Now  here's  something  that  will  interest  many  women  who  have  been 
inveigled  into  buying  Easter  egg  dyes  for  their  youngsters  this  week.  Did 
you  have  a  feeling  that  perhaps  the  dyes  you  were  buying  were  not  so  pure  as 
they  ought  to  be?    Well,  our  correspondent  says  that  practically  all  the 
attificial  dyes  on  the  market  this  year  are  pure  and  wholesome,  and  she  has 
the  facts  to  back  up  this  statement. 
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"When  I  went  shopping  for  Easter  egg  dyes  the  other  day,"  she  writes, 
"I  found  all  sorts  of  colors  —  some  in  small  bottles,  and  some  in  paper 
packets.    One  packet  carried  this  statement:     'Will  not  penetrate  the  egg 
shell.1     'What  does  that  moan?'     I  asked  the  salesgirl.     She  didn't  know 
exactly,  tut  she  assumed  it  meant  that  Easter  egg  dyes  were  not  what  they 
should  be,  and  that  if  the  color  did  penetrate  the  egg,  and  a  child  ate  the 
egg,  the  results  would  be  dire,  to  say  the  least  J" 

ffell  —  now  —  homemakers,  isn't  that  a  beautiful  thought!  Especially 
for  mothers  whose  youngsters  start  right  in  to  lick  the  color  off  their  Easter 
eggs.    Have  you  ever  known  a  child  who  didn't  want  to  find  out  immediately 
whether  a  bright  purple  or  a  gorgeous  red  color  tastes  as  good  as  it  looks? 
That's  plain  intellectual  curiosity. 

Now  let's  see  what  our  correspondent  found  out  about  the  situation. 
Continuing  with  her  letter: 

"From  the  store  I  went  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Admin- 
istration, and  asked  for  definite  information  on  Easter  egg  dyes.     I  learned 
that  most  all  the  Easter  egg  dyes  on  the  market  now  are  harmless,  manufactured 
from  colors  certified  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.    And  consumers  may  be 
sure  that  all  food  colors  certified  by  the  Department  are  both  harmless  and 
pure. 

"To  assure  the  public  of  -pure  and  wholesome  food  colors,  the  Government 
issues  lot  numbers  to  all  manufacturers  who  submit  samples  of  each  batch  of 
dye  for  examination.    That  is,  lot  numbers  are  issued  if  these  batches  of  dye 
meet  the  very  rigid  legal  requirements  of  purity.     Such  colors  are  known  as 
Certified  colors.     Certification  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  implies 
not  only  that  the  dye  itself  is  harmless,  but  also  that  it  is  not  contaminated 
by  poisonous  substances. 

"Tfaen  the  Department  of  Agriculture  took  over  the  regulation  of  coal- 
tar  dyes,  about  30  years  ago,  seven  harmless  colors  were  selected  as  permis- 
sible for  use  in  foods.     Since  that  time  eight  others  have  been  added  — 
offering  a  wide  variety  of  shades.     The  fifteen  different  dyes  now  on  the 
Government's  permitted  list  include  four  shades  of  red,  one  shade  of  orange, 
five  yellows,  three  greens,  and  two  blues.     Incidentally,  it  may  interest 
your  listeners  to  know  that  certified  coal-tar  dyes  are  practically  the  only 
food  ingredients  for  the  purity  of  which  the  Government  takes  responsibility, 
before  their  addition  to  foods. 


"Food  and  Drug  officials  told  me  they  expect  no  seizures  of  Easter  egg 
ayes  this  year.    They  say  the  manufacturers  are  now  fully  aware  of  the  require 
ments  of  the  law  regarding  artificial  colors,  and,   in  general,  are  complying 
»tn  these  requirements." 

And  with  that  comforting  thought,  our  Washington  correspondent  signs 
011  —  until  next  Monday  at  this  time. 
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